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Abstract. Knowledge domains and their semantic representations via
ontologies are typically subject to change in practical applications. There-
fore, especially in distributed environments, change management for on-
tologies becomes a crucial aspect. In order to handle the these issues,
we propose SemVersion, an RDF-centric versioning approach and its in-
tegration as the Semantic Versioning Manager plug-in in the Protégé
Ontology Editor.

1 Introduction

Knowledge domains and their formal representations via ontologies are typi-
cally subject to change in practical applications [2]. Additionally, engineering
of ontologies often takes place in distributed settings where multiple indepen-
dent users interact. Support for change management is crucial to support decen-
tralised engineering of ontologies.

Ontology versioning is needed in all phases of the ontology life cycle (i. e.
creation, evaluation/refinement, adaption/mapping, usage). As soon as the first
– potentially incomplete – version of an ontology is saved, it should be stored
and comparable to later versions. When the development phase reaches a level
of maturity, so that the ontology can be used, versioning becomes even more
important. During the usage phase, the ontology has to be refined in order to
match changes in the application domain or its conceptualisation.

This poster proposes a combination between the existing SemVersion [3],
an RDF centric ontology versioning system and Protégé Ontology editor. This
integration has the goal to give birth to a combined system which should be able
to handle most of the phases present in the ontology lifecycle.

2 The Semantic Versioning Manager

SemVersion uses an RDF-based approach that provides versioning for RDF
models and RDF-based ontology languages like RDFS, OWL flavours or TRIPLE
[1]. The core element is the separation of language-specific features (i.e. the



semantic diff, taking the ontology language semantics into account) from general
features (such as generic, structural RDF diff, branch and merge, management
of projects and metadata).

We thus distinguish between data management, which deals with storage
and retrieval of chunks of data and versioning functionality, dealing with
ontology language specific functionality such as the structural diff (ignoring se-
mantics) and the semantic diff (depends on ontology language; uses structural
diff). Only the semantic diff is different between ontology languages. Our gen-
eral idea is the direct re-use of data management functionality across ontology
languages. A more detailed description about the design and implementation
of SemVersion, including the classical problems associated with version control
(branching, merging, etc ...) can be found in [3].

By implementing the integration of SemVersion in the Protégé Ontology
Editor, as the Semantic Versioning Manager we intended to offer the users the
opportunity to create, edit and manage their ontologies under one single environ-
ment. And through this, cover three of the four phases of the ontology lifecycle.
While Protégé takes care of the user’s needs in terms of ontology creation and
editing, the Semantic Versioning Manager, provides the proper functionalities
for versioning RDF-based ontologies and integrating in the environment like:
loading a version for editing, saving the current edited ontology under a new
version, visualise structural and semantic diffs or exporting and importing ver-
sions to and from local files.

3 Summary

In summary, we presented shortly a methodology for RDF-based ontology ver-
sioning integrated as a plug-in in Protégé. We intend in the future to correct the
current limitations and to continue developing the versioning system, the next
step being the implementation of collaborative versioning functionalities.

Acknowledgements. Part of this work has been funded by the European Com-

mission 6th Framework Programme in the context of the Knowledge Web - Network of

Excellence project, FP6-507482 and the EU IST NEPOMUK IP - The Social Semantic

Desktop, FP6-027705.

References

1. Michael Sintek and Stefan Decker. Triple - a query, inference, and transformation
language for the semantic web. In ISWC ’02: Proceedings of the First International
Semantic Web Conference on The Semantic Web, pages 364–378, London, UK,
2002. Springer-Verlag.

2. S. Staab and R. Studer, editors. Handbook on Ontologies in Information Systems.
Int Handbooks on Information Systems. Springer, 2004.

3. Max Völkel and Tudor Groza. SemVersion: An RDF-based ontology versioning sys-
tem. In Proceedings of IADIS International Conference on WWW/Internet, Murcia,
Spain, OCT 2006. IADIS, IADIS.


